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Bere Ferrers Parish Council 

 
At a meeting of the Plans & Highways Committee meeting held in the Council Chambers on Tuesday 7th July 2026. 

  

Present    
Cllr. R. Maycock  Chair of the Committee 
Cllr. P. Archer  Cllr. P. Crozier    
Cllr. B. Lamb  Cllr. J. Maciejowska  
Cllr. M. Patterson    
 
In Attendance:  
Cllr. C. Shaw and Cllr. E. Wager 
 
143. Apologies  
Cllr. R. Leithall sent his apologies. Accepted by the Council. 
 
144. Declaration of Matters of Interest 
None.  
 
145. Notifications of items for information at the discretion of the Chair. No action can be taken on these items at  
this meeting 
Cllr. Lamb reported that he had heard that LiveWest intends to sell two flats they own in Bere Ferrers. Members  
commented that this was disappointing, as the properties would be ideal for young families to rent.  It was suggested that the 
Parish Council write to LiveWest, copying in the Borough Councillors and County Councillor, to express its dismay at the  
proposed sale of the flats, as there are a number of families within the parish who would welcome the opportunity to rent these 
properties. 
 
146. Matters arising from the minutes at the meeting held on the 2nd & 16th June 2026 
The minutes were approved and adopted at the Council meeting held on 30th June 2026.   
 
Matters Arising from the meeting held on 2nd June 2026 
Min 88 
The Director of Place, Governance and Regulatory Services at WDBC had responded to the Council's correspondence requesting 
clarification regarding the recent refusal of the Harling Farm planning application and the Council's concerns that, as a statutory 
consultee, its comments did not appear to be given equal weight to those of other consultees. 
Following discussions, members agreed that they were not satisfied with their reply, considering it to be too generic and that it 
did not adequately address the specific issues raised in the Council. Members agreed to reply back to the Director requesting a 
more detailed and individualised response that directly addressed the matters highlighted. 
 
There were no matters arising from 16th June minutes.  
 
147. To deal with Planning applications for comment. Interested parties are invited to comment on applications they have an 
interest in before a decision is made, at the discretion of the Chair.  
 
1188/26/HHO  Mr Robert Tyrrell, 32 Station Road, Bere Alston, PL20 7EL 

Householder application for new timber picket fence along existing front boundary wall. 
 
It was asked why a planning application had been required for the erection of a new fence. It was suggested that this may be 
because the property is located within a conservation area. 
 
Comment:  The Council supported the application but questioned why the resident was required to submit a planning 

application for the proposed works. 
 
2759/25/FUL Tamar Valley Vineyard, Bere Alston, PL20 7BW 

READVERTISEMENT (Revised Site Location Plan) Erection of vineyard manager's cabin (temporary dwelling) 
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Comment:  The Parish Council again supports this application. It is an award-winning, long-standing family business and 
the Council support local businesses within the Parish. The proposal is also in accordance with the policies and 
objectives of the Parish's Neighbourhood Plan. 

 
148.Take note of any Planning Applications noted after consideration by the Borough 
 
1595/26/COM Openreach, 96 Broad Park Road, Bere Alston, PL20 7DX 
  Notice of intent to install electronic communication apparatus comprising one 8, light wooden pile 
Decision:  Do not wish to comment 
 
0981/26/HHO Mr & Mrs Hendry, 6 Sherrel Park, Bere Alston, PL20 7AZ 
  Application for proposed single storey rear/side extension & solar panels. 
Decision:  Conditional Approval 
 
1039/26/CLP Mr Rob Larman, 1 Railway Cottages, Bere Alston, PL20 7ER  
  Certificate if lawfulness for proposed installation of solar panels on the south facing roof slopes 
Decision: Cert of Lawfulness (Proposed) Certified.  
 
0600/26/CLE Mr & Mrs Cook, The Summerhouse, Birlanda Vineyard, Bere Ferrers, PL20 7JX 
  Certificate of lawfulness for existing sitting and occupation of chalet as a dwelling 
Decision:  Cert of Lawfulness (existing) Certified.  
 
1277/26/TPO  Mrs Cunningham, 10 Sarah Close, Bere Alston, PL20 &HD 
  T1: Ash tree – crown height reduction by approx. 5m, due to fear of damage to property.  
Decision:  Refused/Lesser Tree Works Allowed 
 
0592/26/OPA DG CM WA Horton, land at Sx 464 674, Bere Alston 
  Outline Planning Permission with all matters reserved for an agricultural workers dwelling 
Decision:  Conditional Approval  
 
0822/26/HHO Shaccham & Edwards, 21 Bedford Street, Bere Alston, PL20 7DF 

Application for demolition of existing single-storey kitchen and bathroom extension and construction of new 
single-storey, full-width kitchen extension to the rear of the house with a small two-storey bathroom exten-
sion. Internal alterations to create a new ground-floor bathroom and utility room.   

Decision:  Refusal 
   
Having read the Planning Officer's report, members questioned the reasons for the refusal of the application. The proposal 
would have been of benefit to the village and would improve the living standards of the occupants. It was commented that  
applications that supported improvements to residents' living conditions had previously be part of planning policy and, if so, 
when was this approach changed?  It was suggested that the applicants consider submitting an appeal. The Parish Council also 
agreed to raise the matter with the Borough Councillors to seek further clarification regarding the reasons for the refusal. 
 
149. Enforcement cases to be taken into Part Two  
Cllr. Maycock proposed going into Part 2, seconded by Cllr. Crozier.  
 
Enforcement matters were considered under Part 2 and the appropriate actions to be taken were agreed. 
 
Cllr. Maycock proposed coming out of Part 2, seconded by Cllr. Maciejowska.  
 
150. To note and discuss the Government’s proposed changes to the planning decision-making process, due to take effect 
from 31 October 2026 
The proposed changes were noted, but all agreed that they were happy or not in favour of these changes.   
In summary, from the end of October 2026, planning applications will be delegated to officers unless the application is  
submitted by the Council, or by an officer or Member of the Council. More significant applications will be subject to a  
presumption of officer determination, but may be referred to Committee where the nominated officer and nominated Borough 
Councillor agree that the statutory criteria for referral have been met.  Town and Parish Councils will remain statutory  
consultees, and their comments on planning applications will continue to be considered as part of the decision-making process. 
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151. To discuss the forthcoming West Devon/South Hams Joint Local Plan scoping consultation and consider the Parish  
Council’s response  
Cllr. Lamb stated that it was important for the Committee to review the document, as all planning policies would be derived 
from this plan. He therefore suggested forming a sub-committee of three Councillors to consider the draft and prepare a  
response for consideration by Committee prior to submission.  Following discussion, Cllr. Lamb, Cllr. Maycock and Cllr. Patterson 
agreed to join the sub-committee. The deadline for submitting comments is 24 September 2026, and it was agreed that the  
sub-committee present its draft response at the Committee meeting to be held on 1 September 2026. 
 
152. Report on the new National Planning Policy Framework 
It was agreed to continue to have this on the agenda, until the report is published and can be reported on.   
 
153. Update on the revision of the Neighbourhood Plan 
Cllr. Lamb updated members on the latest Planning newsletter, which advised that the Government was not currently providing 
funding for new Neighbourhood Plans. It also advised that work was underway to transfer guidance to the new Government 
Planning Portal, with a series of toolkits being developed. These toolkits would set out the processes and activities required to 
produce a Neighbourhood Plan and would include practical guidance and examples of best practice. These toolkits would be 
updated to reflect anticipated changes to the planning system, expected to be in place by April 2027. All therefore agreed that 
the Neighbourhood Plan review should be put on hold until further guidance and the updated templates become available. 
Members discussed the significant amount of work that had previously gone into preparing the Neighbourhood Plan and  
expressed frustration, particularly as allocated housing sites had not progressed.  
 
Cllr. Lamb reminded members that approx.  six months ago, WDBC invited landowners to submit land sites which could be  
considered for future development. The Clerk was asked to contact WDBC requesting a list of sites that were submitted for  
consideration within the Parish.   
 
154. To discuss Devon County Council’s Road Warden Scheme 
Highways and Road Warden Scheme 
Devon County Council is encouraging Parish and Town Councils to participate in the Road Warden Scheme. It was noted that the 
Parish Council is already part of the scheme. Cllr. Shaw is currently the trained Road Warden, and a further two representatives 
can undertake the two-day training course, which would be funded by Devon County Council. Cllr. Perry had expressed an  
interest in undertaking the training, and it was suggested that the Council Workman also complete the training. 
 
The Clerk will confirm that the required equipment and protective clothing, whether costs would be reimbursed by DCC.  
Activities, e.g. pothole repairs undertaken by trained Road Wardens with volunteers are covered by DCC’s public liability insur-
ance, subject to scheme requirements being followed. 
The Clerk to arrange a meeting with the new Devon Highways Officer and the members of the Council.   
.  
At the last Full Council meeting Cllr. Fife Cook mentioned that Parish Councils participating in the Road Warden Scheme may 
apply for disposal chits permitting the deposit of waste at Recycling Centres. After correspondence with the Waste team at 
WBDC, the Clerk confirmed this was not the case. as these facilities are only available for residents disposing of their own house-
hold waste or commercial waste operators. 
Members expressed concern that Parish and Town Councils were being encouraged to undertake additional highway and com-
munity maintenance activities but were unable to dispose of the resulting waste without incurring costs. It was agreed that this 
matter should be raised with Cllr. Michael Fife Cook to seek clarification. 
 
Members discussed the removal and disposal of accumulated waste, including timber and vegetation. It was noted that some 
items could potentially be reused, but a significant amount of waste remained to be cleared. 
The possibility of using the Parish Council trailer to transport waste was discussed, subject to the necessary arrangements being 
made and any applicable insurance requirements being met. It was agreed that further consideration would be given once the 
disposal arrangements had been clarified. 
Concerns were raised regarding the potential use of bonfires for waste disposal, particularly given previous concerns at allot-
ment sites. Members agreed that any burning would need to be carefully considered and only undertaken where appropriate 
and permitted. 
 
155. Correspondence 
1. Email from the Principal Estates Surveyor – Assets WDBC Officer regarding the recent tender of land at Chapel Bere Alston, 
asking the Parish Council that now the tender exercise was completed, they are considering the way forward and with that in 
mind, and out of interest wished to asked what the Parish Council’s proposed use of the land would be, if it had submitted a 
tender?  
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All members agreed that had the Parish Council submitted a tender bid, its proposal would have been to develop the site as a 
car park for the benefit of local residents. 
 
156. Items for the next agenda 

1. Report on the new National Planning Policy Framework 
2. Update on the revision of the Neighbourhood Plan 

 
The next meeting is scheduled for 4th August, if there is a planning application received. The Clerk noted that she would be on 
annual leave. Cllr. Maycock stated he also might be away. 
 
The subsequent meeting will be held on Tuesday 1st September 2026. 
 
157. Questions from any members of the public 
There were no members of the public present. The Chair thanked the Committee members for attending the meeting and 
closed the meeting at 7.59 pm. 
 
Signed by the Chair of the Committee 
 
 
 
 
Signed this date 28th July 2026   


